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loads,   descend   while   the   other   eight   sleep   at
Camp V.
(c)  C   and   D,   taking   with   them   these   eight
porters,   proceed   on   the   next   day  to   establish
Camp VII at 27,300 feet.
(d)  E and F, with oxygen, on the same day as
(c) start with about ten porters from Camp IV,
go without loads to Camp V ;   from that point E
and F take on the stores and oxygen previously
dumped at Camp V, and carry them about 1000
feet higher and form Camp VI, at 26,500 feet.
(e)  Then the two parties start next morning and
hope to meet on the summit.
The chief merits of this plan, in Mallory's opinion,
were that the two parties could mutually support
one another ; that the camps could be established
without waste of reserve climbers, for A and B
would not have over-exerted themselves ; and
that Camp VI could be established without a
collapse of the porters. Even if the first attempt
failed there would still be perhaps four climbers
available for a second effort, and the camps would
be there ready for them.
This was the simplest plan that could be evolved
after prolonged discussion. And even then it
would not be possible to put in just any climber
as A,B,C,D,E,F. Regard must be had as to who
could speak Nepalese and who could safely use
oxygen. But, if no simpler plan than this could be
thought of, one disadvantage of using oxygen was
plainly visible: it necessarily complicated a plan.